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“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 

 for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 
2 Tim. 3:16-17 

 
Biblical Counseling Ministry Guidelines 

Our Goal: Our goal in providing Biblical counseling is to establish and/or strengthen your relationship with the Lord 
Jesus Christ; and to demonstrate that God’s Word, the Bible, reveals our errors and provides all the instruction, 
teaching, and correction necessary to live a peaceful and joy-filled life. 

Biblical Basis: We believe that the Bible is sufficient, and provides thorough guidance and instruction for faith and life; 
therefore, our counseling is based upon scriptural truth, principles and precepts rather than those of secular 
psychological or psychiatric theory.  Neither the pastoral nor the lay counselors practice psychotherapy or any methods 
based upon such mental health approaches. 

Confidentiality:  Confidentiality is an important aspect of the counseling process, and we will carefully guard the 
information you entrust to us.  There are four situations, however, when it may be necessary for us to share certain 
information with others:  when a counselor is uncertain how to address a particular problem and needs to seek advice 
from another counselor or pastor in this Biblical counseling ministry at South Haven Baptist Church; when a counselee 
attends another church and it is necessary to talk with his or her pastor (only with the counselees permission); or when 
the counselor has a duty to warn because the counselee expresses a desire or intent to harm themselves or others.  
Please be assured that our counselors strongly prefer not to disclose personal information to others, and they will make 
every effort to help you find ways to resolve a problem as privately as possible. 

Appointments and Commitment: Appointments will be scheduled weekly at the same time for an eight (8) week 
counseling period.  This eight (8) week counseling period may be shortened or lengthened only by MUTUAL consent of 
the counselor and client.  Cancellations must be made at least 24 hours in advance.  Rescheduled appointments will be 
made based upon the availability of the counselor.  Clients will be expected to regularly attend services and Sunday 
school at South Haven Baptist Church, or at a church of like doctrine. 

Fee for Service: The fee for the initial session must be submitted along with the Personal Data Inventory prior to 
scheduling the first appointment.  Fees for subsequent sessions must be paid prior to the next appointment. Payment 
may be made during business hours at the church or school offices by check, VISA, MASTERCARD or cash (exact 
amount of currency only).  VISA or MASTERCARD payments may be made over the telephone. 

Agreement: By signing this consent, you agree that you will not attempt to subpoena or require any counselor to 
appear in any legal proceeding related to any matters discussed during counseling; nor will you attempt to subpoena 
any notes or records related to this counseling. 

Having clarified the principles and policies of our Biblical counseling ministry, we welcome the opportunity to minister to 
you in the name of Christ and to be used by Him as He helps you to grow in spiritual maturity and prepares you for 
usefulness in His body.  If you have any questions about these guidelines, please talk with your counselor.  If these 
guidelines are acceptable, you will be asked to sign them at your initial appointment. 

 
Signed ____________________________________________________________   Date ______________  

 


